
 

Topic 

 
British Settlement Key 

Subject 

focus 

History Phase 5/6 Term Summer 1 

Statement of intent:-  

During this topic pupils will learn about:- 

 The withdrawal of the Roman army from Britain and the survival of the Romano –British 

 The conflict between the Romano –British and the Anglo –Saxons and the ‘Arthur’ myth 

 The arrival of the Anglo Saxons and their creation of separate kingdoms 

 The specific kingdom of ‘Raedwald’ of East Anglia and his burial place at Sutton Hoo 

 The coming of Christanity and the foundation of religious settlements such as ‘Lindisfarne’ 

 The art of the Anglo –Saxons and illuminated letters 

 

Activities: 

Learning intentions: Tasks: 

Week 1 

To describe the feelings of the 

Roman soldiers as they were about 

to leave Britain 

 

To plan a new town that could 

survive without the Romans 

 You can get an over-view about the arrival of the Anglo Saxons 

from the following websites 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/z23br82 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/saxons.htm 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/anglo-saxons 

 

 

 As a soldier, describe a night watch on the walls of Portchester 

castle just before the Roman army leaves for good. Look at the 

first 2 pictures on the website showing the building of the fort, and 

the Roman walls 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/portchester-

castle/history-and-stories/history/ 

 

 Create a town plan of the changes they want to bring in after the 

Roman army has left. How will they now run their lives and 

defend themselves. Picture 3 may give some clues. 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/portchester-

castle/history-and-stories/history/ 
 

Week 2 

To produce a story board based on 

the life of King Arthur 

 

To give an opinion about the truth 

of the King Arthur story 

 Produce a story board based on the King Arthur legend. You can 

watch the story here. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvmw2hv 

 

 Do you think the story is true? Is it about the end of the Roman 

Empire? Look at the information here and write down what you 

think. 

https://kids.kiddle.co/King_Arthur 

 
Week 3 

To show that Anglo Saxons settled 

in England and created Kingdoms 

 

To research one Anglo Saxon 

Kingdom 

 

 Produce a map of England that shows all 7 of the new Anglo 

Saxon Kingdoms (The Heptarchy) 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Heptarchy 

 

 Use the link above to create your map, and then use the links on 

the page to find out about one of the following Kingdoms 

o Mercia 

o Northumbria 

o Wessex 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/z23br82
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/saxons.htm
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/anglo-saxons
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/portchester-castle/history-and-stories/history/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/portchester-castle/history-and-stories/history/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/portchester-castle/history-and-stories/history/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/portchester-castle/history-and-stories/history/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zvmw2hv
https://kids.kiddle.co/King_Arthur
https://kids.kiddle.co/Heptarchy


Week 4 

To look at the burial of an early 

Anglo Saxon King 

 

To describe finding the grave 

 Who do you think was buried in the grave? Use the link below, 

and read all the pages, and then give your opinion. 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/saxons/suttonhoo/index.htm 

 

 Describe the finding of the grave. Watch the archive footage and 

describe the events in diary form as though you were there. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMKkMi_Wggg 

 
Week 5 

To look at and re-write the story of 

Beowulf 

 

To design and create Anglo Saxon 

illuminated letters 

 Produce a story board based on the Beowulf Legend. You can 

watch the story here. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/zwjq2hv 

 

 Design and make your own Anglo Saxon Illuminated letters. Here 

is one way to make them. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyQ86QnRgEo 

 
Week 6 

To look at the life of Celtic Saints 

 

To produce a brochure about a visit 

to the island of Lindisfarne 

 

 Describe a day in the life of an early saint. Use the information and 

put in extra detail for a day in his life. 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Columba 

 

 Look at the Island of Lindisfarne and create a brochure about a 

visit to the island. You can use the following website to get lots of 

ideas. 

https://www.lindisfarne.org.uk/ 
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