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1. Aims 
Our aim at St. Paul’s is to provide opportunities which will help pupils: 

• Explore their lives and lifestyles and how they have been influenced by 
events in the past. 

• learn about significant people, including themselves and their families, 
• study people, events and places from the recent and more distant past, 
• investigate people, events and places from their local area, United 

Kingdom and in other parts of the world 
 

2. Organisation 
We follow History curriculum and learning outcomes as set out in the 2014 
National Curriculum.  These are organised within the school’s curriculum. 
 
History in the EYFS comes under the heading of ‘Understanding the World’, 
specifically ‘People and Communities’ 
 
In Key Stages 1 and 2, the curriculum follows a thematic curriculum whereby 
History is taught through topics. 
 
We employ a variety of teaching methods including; 

• exploring primary and secondary sources  
• using reference books,  
• maps,  
• documents,  
• census records,  
• photos,  
• diaries,  
• posters,  
• postcards,  
• artefacts,  
• Internet;  
• visiting places of historical interest  

 
Details of specific aspects are noted in each class’s long-term grid and in the 
schemes of work. 



The Foundation Stage and KS 1 

Class Autumn Spring Summer 

 

Nursery 

 

Nursery Rhymes 

Harvest 

Colour and Shape 

Fairy Tales 

Growth 

 

Water 

Out and About 

 

 

Reception 

 

Nursery Rhymes 

Harvest 

Light and Dark 

Mythical 

Magical 

Life Cycles 

Water 

Out and About 

 

Year 1/ 2 

Cycle 1 

Coronations London Journeys into 
Space 

 

Year 1/2 

Cycle 2 

Houses and Homes Florence 

Nightingale 

The Seaside 

KS 2 

 
Class Autumn Spring Summer 

 

Year 3/ 4 

Cycle 1 

Egypt 

 

Celts 

 

Tudors 

 

 

Year 3/ 4 

Cycle 2 

Ancient Greece 

 

Romans 

 

Farming past and 

Present 

 

Year 5/6 Victorian Brentford The struggle for 

England 

The Mayan 

Empire 



Cycle 1  

 

Year 5/6 

Cycle 2 

Turning Points- The 

Blitz 

 

Exploration- The 

spice Islands 

British Settlement 

 
Years 1 to 6 work in topics that are taught over a two-year cycle. 
 

3. Skills  
We seek to develop important skills within History which include; 

• chronological understanding –placing objects, events, people and 
changes into chronological order and developing an understanding of 
common words relating to the passing of time 

• knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 
–identifying differences between ways of life from the past, identifying 
characteristics features of the period in history, describing reasons for 
and results of historical events, situations and changes within and across 
the periods studied. 

• historical interpretation –recognising that the past is represented and 
interpreted in different ways and to give reasons for this 

• historical enquiry –finding out about the events, people and changes 
studied from a variety of sources of information, including ICT based 
sources, asking and answering questions, selecting and recording 
information relevant to the focus of enquiry. 

• Organisation and communication –recalling, selecting and organising 
historical information, using dates and historical vocabulary to describe 
periods studied, communicating their knowledge and understanding of 
history in a variety of ways, including ICT. 

 
4. Assessment 

The learning outcomes from the National Curriculum aid the reporting and 
records of pupils’ learning within History.  Children are given constructive 
comments to allow them to progress, and this is incorporated into summative 
assessments and end of year reports. 
 
The Subject coordinator carries our observations and book monitoring to assess 
progress within the subject across the school.  
 
Teachers make an assessment judgement as to whether pupils are achieving 
below, at or above age-expectation in History as part of the annual assessment 
cycle. 
 

5. Resources 
Most are stored in topic boxes on both school sites. The school has a selection 
of posters, photo packs, postcards, books, computer programs and some 



artefacts available for lessons. Teachers are responsible for collecting items as 
required.  
 

6. Monitoring and Review 
The history subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of the 
children’s work and the quality of teaching in history. The history subject leader 
is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of history, for being 
informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a 
strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.  
 
The history subject leader has a link governor with whom s/he meets to share 
attainment and progress information, monitoring outcomes and planned actions 
and outcomes with in order to support effective subject development. 
 
The history subject leader gives the headteacher an annual action plan in which 
s/he evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas 
for further improvement. We allocate special time for the vital task of reviewing 
samples of children’s work and for visiting classes to observe teaching in the 
subject. 
 
The history subject leader writes an annual report on standards and progress in 
the subject for the senior leadership team and school governors. 
 


