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St Paul’s Friday Round Up 
 

Friday 30th April 2021 
Welcome to our round up of news and information for the week. 
 
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. (1. Corinthians, 13:13) 
Today the school community really has demonstrated its love and compassion for the people of India, 
struggling with the COVID pandemic as the health and welfare systems collapse under the pressure.  Our 
non-uniform day has raised £890 which we have sent on to Khalsa Aid, a Sikh charity working on the 
streets, in the temples and communities across India to source oxygen and to support the welfare of those 
struggling to get the help they desperately need.  I would like to thank everyone for their generosity.  I am 
sure that the money will bring vital relief at such a crucial time.  We have used our worship time today to 
reflect on the difficulties in India and other communities, as well as to pray for them. 
 
Catch up provision 
Many of you may have seen reports in the press earlier this week about the effect of the lockdowns on 
young children’s speaking and language skills.  Here at school, we have assessed the areas of need for each 
child and set up tutoring, additional teaching assistant support as well as adapting the class curriculum to 
pick up areas of the curriculum which may need extra work.  There is a useful article and short video on the 
BBC that looks in more depth at children’s speaking and language development.  You may find it 
interesting.  Please click here. 
 
You may also be interested in some of the general themes that are emerging from our assessments across 
the school.  We are finding that writing is the curriculum area in which most children have made the least 
progress during the lockdowns.  Mathematics progress has been more consistent despite the lockdown.  
Remote learning through Google classroom is less well suited to our very youngest children.  We had 
anticipated this and so produced the paper packs for every child in Nursery, Reception and Year 1.  Our 
youngest children have been making progress in their phonics.  Many can identify the sounds within a 
word.  However, a large number of the children have difficulty ‘blending’ the individual sounds together to 
say the word.  The teachers and other staff are working hard to address and support these issues, adapting 
the curriculum. 
 
We would like to ask your help with regular reading to and with your child.  Many families are doing this 
already, but I would like every family to do so.  Regular reading with an adult at home is perhaps the most 
transformational support that parents can give their child.  In an ideal world this means reading to/with 
your child for a short time every day.   
 
For our youngest children, reading to your child is the first place to start.  Reading, discussing and enjoying 
a series of familiar books.  The same books can be read over and over as they become favourites, as well as 
adding in a few new ones every now and again.  As you read a familiar book, your child will start to join in 
with the reading – perhaps ‘reading’ the dialogue. 
 
From there, adding in the school reading scheme books and focussing on phonic patterns helps children to 
learn to read the words. 
   
As children move up the school, reading to an adult is still important.  The vocabulary becomes more 
challenging and the need to ‘read between the lines’ in order to understand characters feelings, 
motivations and what might happen next.  At this point, discussion about the vocabulary and what is 
happening is perhaps more important than having your child read every word aloud. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-56889035
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Every child has a red reading record which we send home with them.  These books are designed to capture 
your child’s reading ‘history’.  Books from school and those from home can be written into the red reading 
record.  There are a series of possible question and activity prompts in the front pages of the reading 
record.  Please write a comment and sign your child’s reading record at least weekly.  Your child’s teacher 
will collect in the reading records once a week – the day is set out in their newsletter.  If you have fallen 
out of this routine, please make it a priority.  The impact of regular reading and discussion is huge. 
 
Music Mark 
We are very excited to have been nominated for and awarded a Music Mark award.  This award is given to 
schools where music making and teaching is valued and promoted.  This term we have introduced 
peripatetic instrument lessons in Years 3 and 4.  However good music provision is about so much more 
than peripatetic instrument lessons.  Every child in the school has a high-quality music lesson as part of the 
curriculum each week, using the Charanga music scheme.  Every child will have the opportunity to learn to 
play an instrument – in our case the recorder, which is taught in Year 4.  In more ordinary times we also 
have a choir.  Miss Vanos, who leads on music, has some exciting plans for further development in music. 
 
Reception 2021 
Over the last few years, the primary population across London has begun to decline.  The Greater London 
Authority and the individual London Boroughs undertake detailed modelling of the demand for school 
places, which has shown this decrease occurring over the last few years. 
 
The COVID pandemic, a falling birth rate and Brexit as well as delays in building projects and other multiple 
factors lie behind quite a sharp decrease in the demand for primary places in 2020 and 2021.  These 
factors have been hard to predict and are having a real impact on school place numbers across the 
country.  The fall in demand for school places was reported recently in the Guardian newspaper: 
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2021/apr/16/primary-schools-in-england-record-steep-fall-in-
demand 
 
Primary place demand across London has fallen by 7%, with over 1200 Reception vacancies anticipated in 
September 2021.  Here in Hounslow, we too have noticed this fall in demand for primary places.  Low pupil 
numbers in a year group have an impact on the quality of provision and service that we can offer to all our 
pupils. 
 
A number of primary schools in Hounslow have, in previous years, reduced the number of classes that they 
admit into Reception; in order to reflect this decline in place demand and to maximise the resources that 
they have in school for the pupils currently on roll.  As the demand for school places grows, schools grow; 
as demand falls, schools decrease in size.  This ensures that the resources provided to the school year-on-
year are focussed more fully on the pupils attending the school. 
 
The governors of St Paul’s School have decided to agree a temporary reduction in the admission number 
into Reception class for September 2021.  This means that we shall have one class in Reception in 
September 2021.  We may repeat this next year, if place demand continues to be low.  There are 
indications that Brentford will soon see an increase in demand as large-scale building projects are built and 
delivered.  As the effects of Brexit settle and the COVID pandemic is overcome school place modelling 
should become more predictable.  
 
By reducing our admission number for a short period, we will be able to direct our resources towards the 
children currently attending the school.  When numbers in the local area show growth, we shall return to 
two-forms in Reception.  Since opening in 1871, the school has always sought to serve the local community 
and we are committed to providing for demand for school places. 

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2021/apr/16/primary-schools-in-england-record-steep-fall-in-demand
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2021/apr/16/primary-schools-in-england-record-steep-fall-in-demand
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We shall achieve this reduction in the admission number in September 2021 without any reduction in our 
existing staff.  This means that we will be able to deploy our staff across a smaller group of pupils, 
supporting teaching and learning. 
 
Nursery Admissions – September 2021 
If you have a child turning 4 years old next academic year and would like to apply for a place in our school 
nursery, please follow the link to access the application form.  Admission forms should be returned to the 
school office by 7th May 2021. 
 
IT Safety – Roblox 
I attach to this Round up an information sheet Mr Johnston, our IT subject leader, has found to help families 
understand and manage the functionality of the Roblox game.  I hope that you find this useful. 
 
Contact: 
To contact the school, please send an email to office@stpauls.hounslow.sch.uk 
 
To contact the Chair of Governors: chair@stpauls.hounslow.sch.uk 
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