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St Paul’s Friday Round Up 
 

Friday 15th December 2023 
Welcome to our round up of news and information for the week.   
 
PTFA Christmas Discos 
Earlier this week we had our PTFA discos.  Each was a great success. The children enjoyed the 
dancing, the food and the glow sticks.  There was even a bit of snow!  I want to say a huge ‘thank 
you’ to all the parents who organised and helped run the discos.  These events simply don’t happen 
without a committed group of parents.  As well as all the fun, the discos raised £219.73, which will 
be used to the benefit of our children.  Do look out for future PTFA events, volunteers are always 
needed and very welcome.  Volunteering with the PTFA is great fun and a good way to get to know 
other parents in the school. 
 
Pre-schoolers’ ‘Story and Craft’ session – Tuesday 9th January 11am – 12pm 
Mrs Riley, our early years lead, will be running a fun-filled story and craft session for pre-school 
children on the morning of Tuesday 9th January (directly after the Play Café at St Paul’s Church).  This 
session is open to pre-school children (including siblings, local families and pre-schoolers 
childminders with pre-school children).  The workshop is a great way to come and experience 
Primary School.  The workshop is free, but spaces must be booked via email.  Please send an email 
with the names and ages of the children and number of adults attending to: 
office@stpauls.hounslow.sch.uk .  We shall confirm and issue an admission ticket by email in the 
New Year.  Do come and join us. 
 
Mobile Phones, smart watches and other smart devices 
As I set out in the Roundup two weeks ago, from the start of Spring term 2024, pupils will not be 
allowed to bring mobile phones, smart watches of other interactive devices onto the school site.  
These items are now banned from the school site. 
 
Extra-curricular clubs – Spring 2024 
The bookings process for the spring term extra-curricular clubs went live earlier this week.  Some 
clubs are already full and others are filling fast.  If you want to re-enrol or sign your child up for a 
club, please log in to Parentpay to secure a place.  I have attached the brochure to this week’s Friday 
Roundup. 
 
Stay’n’Engage sessions – Nursery and Reception parents and children 
Next term sees the return of our ‘Stay’n’Engage’ sessions for parents and children in Nursery and 
Reception classes.  These sessions our led by our sports specialist, Mr Pete Whitfield from Sports 
Impact.  Parents and children attend the sessions together, developing core skills and helping your 
child develop positive relationships while becoming more confident, self-assured and physically 
capable.  A letter with more details of the project and how to sign up was sent home earlier this 
week. 
 
School Christmas Lunch – Monday 18th December 
We shall be having our school Christmas lunch on Monday.  Look out for pictures of this and other 
Christmas events on the school website and on our Facebook page. 
 
Christmas Parties – Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 – Tuesday 19th December 
The children in Foundation stage and Infants will have their Christmas parties on Tuesday 19th 
December.  Nursery will have their party in the morning.  The other classes will have their parties 
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after lunch.  On the day of their party, children can wear party clothes to school.  Next week, in 
readiness for the parties, teachers will ask you to sign up to contribute to the party food.  Each family 
is asked to make a small contribution guided by the class teacher.  As we have children with 
allergens, we need to guide the food selection carefully.  We are a nut free school.  The party food 
contributions are brought to school on the morning of the party. 
 
Christmas Parties – Years 3,4,5,6 – Wednesday 20th December 
The children in Years 3,4,5 and 6 will have their Christmas parties on Wednesday 20th December.  
They will have their parties after lunch.  On the day of their party, children can wear party clothes to 
school.  Next week, in readiness for the parties, teachers will ask you to sign up to contribute to the 
party food.  Each family is asked to make a small contribution guided by the class teacher.  As we 
have children with allergens, we need to guide the food selection carefully.  We are a nut free 
school.  The party food contributions are brought to school on the morning of the party. 
 
Calling all Nursery Parents – Reception Admissions close 15th January 2024 
All families with children in nursery need to make an application to Reception class using the 
eadmissions portal through the school admissions department of the local authority in which you 
reside.  Applications can be submitted at any time, but need to be submitted by 15th January 2024 at 
the latest.  If you have any queries, please ask at the school office.  There is further information on 
the Hounslow School admissions page. 
 
Final Day of Autumn Term – Thursday 21st December - Early Closure 1:30pm 
The final day of the autumn term is Thursday 21st December.  On this day the school closes for 
pupils from Reception to Year 6 at 1:30pm.  Please note that there is no Aftercare club on Thursday 
21st December 2023. 
 
First Day of the Spring Term – Monday 8th January 2024 
The school reopens to all pupils, after the Christmas holidays, on Monday 8th January 2024 at the 
usual time. 
 
Benefits Eligible Free School Meals Christmas Holiday Supermarket Vouchers 
As in previous holiday periods, the local authority are funding supermarket vouchers for Benefits 
Eligible Free School Meals pupils.  The vouchers are sent via email from a company called Wonde.  
Eligible families will receive £33 via email on Thursday 21st December. 
 
Is my child eligible for Benefits Eligible Free School meals? 
Benefits eligible free school meals (BEFSM) is different from the Universal Infant Free School Meal 
and the mayor’s Junior Free School meal programmes.  As well as getting a free school meal, pupils 
who receive BEFSM also currently receive access to free holiday childcare clubs through the Holiday 
Activities Fund (HAF) and supermarket vouchers in holiday periods to support with the costs of 
meals.  To receive BEFSM families MUST make an application.  To find out if your family may be 
eligible and to make an application, please follow this link. 
 
Curriculum Enrichment Day – Thursday 18th January 2024 
Each year we have a curriculum enrichment day, supported by funds from the PTFA.  On Curriculum 
Enrichment Day we come off the formal timetable and focus on a fun, engaging aspect of the wider 
curriculum.  This year we shall classes N-Y3 will learn more about animals, with an animal 
encounter workshop and the older children will learn more about music with a junk percussion 
workshop.  As well as the workshops, the children learn more about the subject of the day with 
additional class based activities. 
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Menu 
Next term we have a new lunch menu.  Please see next week’s menu below. 

 
 
Christmas Lunch – Monday 18th December 2023 
The school’s annual Christmas lunch will take place on Monday 18th December.  The menu for the 
lunch is below: 
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EXTERNAL PARTNERS 
 
Christmas in the Parish of Brentford 

 
 
MMR Vaccinations – Reception Parents 
In the last few weeks there’s been an increase in the number of measles cases in Hounslow. Measles 
spreads easily and can cause serious illnesses, including pneumonia and meningitis.  Your child can 
be protected from this serious infection by receiving two doses of the MMR vaccine.  I attach a letter 
and consent form to this Roundup, with details of the MMR vaccine, when it should be administered, 
how to check if your child has had it and how to get an MMR vaccine. 
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Holiday Activity Fund 
 
 
 

Christmas Events at Boston Manor Park 

 
  

HAF eligible Pupils Other Pupils 
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Brentford Christmas Market – Sunday 17th December 

 
 
NHS Dentist for Children 
Claradent Dental Care is an NHS dedicated practice for all children of school age. We are part of 
NHS England, who want all school children to be registered with a dentist. 
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Football Coaching at Isleworth and Syon – Spring term 2024 

 
Contact: 
To contact the school, please send an email to office@stpauls.hounslow.sch.uk 
To contact the Chair of Governors: chair@stpauls.hounslow.sch.uk 
 
Parent Governors: 
Suzanne Forbes: sforbes9.313@lgflmail.org 
Tommy Norton: tnorton12.313@lgflmail.org 
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