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St Paul’s Friday Round Up 
 

Friday 7th January 2022 
Welcome to our round up of news and information for the week. 
 
Happy New Year and welcome back to school.  It is so nice to be back and great that school remains open. 
 
Staffing Update 
This week, on our return from the Christmas, we welcomed Mr Johnson as the new class teacher for class 
3B, Ms Nona and Mrs Easton (who joined us in December) to our Learning Support team and Miss Ferche, 
who has joined us to provide recovery tuition.  Today we say goodbye and good luck to Mrs Kuo, one of 
our catering team.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank her for all that she has done whilst 
working for us. 
 
COVID 
We have successfully reopened the school this week and are delighted to be able to provide face-to-face 
provision.  In line with the general population, a number of staff and pupils have contracted COVID over 
the Christmas period.  This places a considerable strain on staffing and the safe running of the school.  My 
staff are incredibly supportive and resilient; however we have been advised to prepare for up to 25% 
absence rate amongst the staff as the COVID pandemic progresses.   
 
As ever, we will do everything in our power to remain open and to provide as full a service as we possibly 
can.  If and when we experience high levels of staff absence, we may need to adapt provision slightly – as 
we have had to do throughout the pandemic.  Please be assured that providing a high-quality education 
will always be our top priority.  
 
Please find below a statement for families across Hounslow prepared by Councillor Tom Bruce – lead 
member for Children and Education: 
 
Dear Residents, 
  
As we begin 2022, I want to express my full appreciation of our schools and the role they continue to play in 
supporting children and young people in Hounslow throughout the pandemic. I am immensely proud of the way our 
heads and their teams have gone above and beyond in their efforts to keep our children's education on track. 
  
We know that in the coming weeks that schools are likely to experience the impact of Covid and other winter 
illnesses. Whilst they will be working hard to remain open and safe, they will also be following the latest guidance 
and continually risk assessing their activities and the school environment. Potential staff shortages means that there 
may be times when schools are no longer able to provide face to face education safely, and therefore decisions might 
need to be taken that lead to class, year group or even whole school learning moving online. These decisions will 
never be taken lightly and the public health and education teams at Hounslow will work closely with any schools 
facing this situation. This will only be done where all other options have been explored and will only happen for the 
shortest time possible. I do not want any children missing any more time in school than is absolutely necessary. 
  
I ask parents to be understanding of the difficult position schools are in at this time and be supportive of the actions 
schools are taking. The Department of Education are aware of the issues around staff absence and although they are 
monitoring the position nationally as schools return following the Christmas holidays, I remain frustrated at the 
government’s lack of concrete and practical solutions. 
  
We recognise the impact the pandemic has had and how challenging it has been on everyone.  We thank you for your 
patience and support, for our schools and children, both in the classroom and at home. 
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COVID – Changes to regulations this term 
We have started this term under the government’s ‘Plan B’.  There have not been any significant changes 
to procedures specifically for primary schools, however there have been national changes to the rules for 
isolation and for adults conducting regular LFD tests that affect the whole population, including schools.  I 
have set out these changes below and attached two flowcharts which I hope will help to navigate the new 
procedures: 
 
Isolation rule change: 
Until December 2021, anybody who tested positive for COVID (on a PCR test) had to complete a 10-day 
isolation period.  This rule has now been relaxed as follows: Your child can return to school on day 8 if they 
do not have a high temperature and have tested negative on an LFD test on day 6 of isolation (no sooner) 
and also tested negative of day 7 of isolation (24 hours after the first test).  Please contact the school office 
before returning your child to school on day 8 to inform us of the test information. 
 
Positive LFD test outcome – regular LFD testing: 
Temporary regulations change from 11/02/22 
If you do not have any COVID symptoms, but receive a positive outcome on an LFD test (an asymptomatic 
positive) you should isolate straight away.  Your isolation period will start from the point of the positive 
result and should last 10 days, although you can release early as set out above.  You do not need to 
arrange a confirmatory PCR test. 
 
As ever, if your child has any one of the COVID symptoms: a high temperature, a persistent cough or a 
loss/change of sense of taste/smell, you should isolate and arrange a PCR test.  Do not come to school – 
instead contact the school office. 
 
After School Sports Clubs 
Our after-school sports clubs restart next week.  Miss James, our PE curriculum leader, has sent letters to 
confirm places this week.  All sports clubs take place on St Paul’s site.  Children should be collected from 
the St Paul’s site office. 
 
After School Chess Club 
Mr Pringle’s after school chess club will also restart next week.  Letters confirming places in this club were 
sent home before the Christmas holidays.  This club also takes place on St Paul’s site on a Tuesday.  
Collection is from the St Paul’s office. 
 
After School Choir 
The choir will also restart on Wednesday next week.  Miss Vanos, our music curriculum leader, sent home 
letters confirming places this week.  The choir takes place on the St Paul’s site.  Children should be 
collected from the St Paul’s office. 
 
Peripatetic Instrument Lessons 
Our peripatetic lessons will restart next week.  Ukulele lessons take place on Mondays with Mr Goodall.  
Children should bring their ukuleles to school on Monday morning.  Brass lessons take place on Fridays 
with Mr Browne.  Children should bring their brass instruments to school on Friday morning.  Miss Vanos, 
our music curriculum leader, sent home letters confirming places this week. 
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Year 5 Swimming Lessons 
This term, Year 5 will be doing swimming lessons as part of their PE lessons.  Year 5 parents will have 
received a letter about these lessons this week from Mr Johnston and Mr Kearney. 
 
Curriculum Enrichment Day – Thursday 20th January 2022 
Our annual curriculum enrichment day, supported by the PFA, will take place on Thursday 20th January.  
During the day the classes participate in an enrichment workshop with a specialist visiting teacher, as well 
as exploring the subject more deeply in class.  On the day, children may wear their own clothes (without a 
contribution).  We also organise a special ‘treat’ lunch.  We shall send a letter next week with more details 
about the lunch, inviting pupils who normally have packed lunch to sign up for this treat meal.  This year 
the Foundation stage and Infant children will participate in a ‘junk percussion’ workshop, whilst junior 
pupils will take part in a ‘samba drumming’ workshop. 
 
These days have always been great fun and I am sure that the children will really enjoy this year’s 
curriculum enrichment day. 
 
St Paul’s Day Service – Year 2 – Thursday 27th January 2022 
In the week beginning 24th January we shall have a focus across the school on the life of St Paul.  The week 
culminates in Year 2 leading a service for the school and parents on Thursday 27th January 2022 and 10am.  
We very much hope to go ahead with this service, but may have to limit it to Year 2 parents only.  Please 
save the date in your diary.  Nearer the time, we shall confirm the exact details of this service. 
 
Deadline to apply for a Reception class place for September 2022 – 15th January 2022 
The deadline to apply for a place in Reception class for this coming September is rapidly approaching.  If 
you have a child in the nursery, you still have to apply for a Reception place.  Please ensure that you apply 
on time.  Late applications are heavily disadvantaged.  All applications are made on line through your local 
authority.  Details on applying for a reception place can be found on our school website.  Click here. 
 
Harvest Festival October 2021 
We returned this week to a thank you letter from the Hounslow Foodbox, our local food bank, as a result 
of the Harvest donations we collected last term.  I have attached the letter to this bulletin.  I know that the 
foodbank provides a real lifeline to those in need. 
 
School Meal Menu 
This half term, we have a new menu.  This week’s menu is below: 
 

 
 

https://www.stpauls.hounslow.sch.uk/index.php/admissions
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If you would like your child to change their meal pattern – from packed lunch to school dinners, or vice 
versa – please contact the school office before making the change.  We need a week’s notice prior to the 
change, as we need to adjust the food orders with our suppliers before a change can go ahead. 
 
 
Contact: 
To contact the school, please send an email to office@stpauls.hounslow.sch.uk 
 
To contact the Chair of Governors: chair@stpauls.hounslow.sch.uk 
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